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PAGE 01 LAGOS 09610 232141Z 
ACTION 10-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO AF-10 ARA-10 EA-10 EUR-12 NEA-10 
CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 
NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 /113W 

023365 232143Z/21 

P R 232025Z AUG 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3180 
INFO AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

CONFIDENTIAL LAGOS 9610 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PORG, NI, SF, WA, RH 

SUBJECT: YOUNG/OBASANJO DISCUSSION OF APARTHEID CONFERENCE 
DECLARATION 

1 . IN COURSE OF LENGTHY CONVERSATION WITH OBASANJO AUGUST 23 
DEALING PRINCIPALLY WITH RHODESIAN AND NAMIBIAN PROBLEMS (SEPTEL), 
AMBASSADORS YOUNG AND MCHENRY HAD OPPORTUNITY RAISE PROBLEM 
PRESENTED FOR US AND SOME OTHER WESTERN POWERS BY CHAPTER VII 
LANGUAGE AS CURRENTLY CONTAINED IN APARTHEID CONFERENCE DRAFT 
DECLARATIION. OBASANJO GAVE CAREFUL ATTENTION TO MCHENRY'S 
EXPRESSION OF CONCERN THAT WE COULD NOT AGREE IN THIS 
DOCUMENT TO DO SOMETHING WE WOULD BE UNWILLING SUBSEQUENTLY TO 
SUPPORT IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL. OBASANJO APPEARED SIMILARLY 
ATTENTIVE TO YOUNG'S EXPLANATION THAT POSSIBLE APPLICATION OF 
CHAPTER VII REPRESENTED IMPORTANT LEVERAGE ON SOUTH AFRICA THAT 
COULD ONLY BE USED ONCE AND THEREFORE HAD TO BE HELD BACK UNTIL 
CRITICALLY NECESSARY. OBASANJO THEN RESPONDED WITH A REMARK 

TO THE FOLLOWING EFFECT: "SO YOU WANT US TO HELP MAKE YOUR 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 LAGOS 09610 232141Z 

JOB EASIER? WELL, AMONG FRIENDS AND BROTHERS ALL THINGS 
ARE POSSIBLE." 

2. COMMENT: WE CANNOT PREDICT WITH CERTAINTY WHAT EFFECT 

OUR PRESENTATION TO OBASANJO MAY HAVE ON THE PERTINENT PORTION 
OF THE FINAL DOCUMENT (PARAGRAPH NO. 21), BUT BELIEVE THERE 
IS GOOD CHANCE OBASANJO WILL AT LEAST RAISE WITH HARRIMAN THE 
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FEASIBILITY OF ALTERNATE FORMULATION FOR CHAPTER VII 
LANGUAGE. 

EASUM 
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